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1.0

2.0

L

RECEPTION OF UNDER DEATH SENTENCE (UDS) CASES

THE SENTENCE

1.1

1.2

1.3

14

Upon a verdict or judgement of death made by a jury or a judge, it is the
responsibility of the Clerk of Court, in which said sentence is pronounced, to
forward a certified copy of said sentence to the Warden of the Georgia
Diagnostic and Classification Prison not less than ten (10) days prior to the
first day of the seven (7) day execution period as fixed by the court (OCGA
17-10-33).

Where the date for execution has passed for any reason, i.e., appeal, habeas
corpus, State Board of Pardons and Paroles, etc., the judge of the Superior
Court of the county where the case was tried shall have the power and
authority to fix a seven (7) day period for the execution of the original
sentence. Such order shall fix the seven (7) day period not less that ten (10)
nor more than twenty (20) days from the date of such order. Such order shall
be sent immediately to the Warden of the Georgia Diagnostic and
Classification Prison (OCGA 17-10-40).

Upon notification, the Warden of the Georgia Diagnostic and Classification Prison
will immediately notify the Commissioner and forward a copy of the sentence
(Execution Order) or other orders. |

Upon notification as described in 1.3, the Commissioner will forward a copy of the
execution order to the Governor (Attention: Legal Counsel, Governor’s
Office) and the Chairman of the State Board of Pardons and Paroles.

DELIVERY OF THE CONDEMNED PERSON

21

2.2

In all cases in which the defendant is sentenced to be executed, it shall

be the duty of the trial judge in passing sentence, to direct that the defendant
be delivered to the Commissioner of the Georgia Department of Corrections
for execution at such state prison as may be designated by said
Commissioner, (OCGA 17-10-38).

It shall be the duty of the sheriff of the county in which such convicted

person is so sentenced to convey such convicted person to said state prison
not more than twenty (20) nor less than two (2) days prior to the time fixed in
the sentence for execution of the condemned person unless otherwise
directed by the State Board of Pardons and Paroles, or unless a stay of
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execution has been caused by appeal, granting of a new trial, or other order
of a court of competent jurisdiction, and the expense for transporting of said
person to the state prison for the purpose of execution shall be paid by

the Ordinary of the County wherein the conviction was had, or the Board of
County Commissioners, the County Commissioner, or other person or
persons having charge of the county funds, out of any funds on hand in the
treasury of such County, (OCGA 17-10-33).

23  The Commissioner will issue assignment orders to the Sheriff of the County
of conviction and forward copies of the Order and sentencing documents to
the state prison. Delivery of the condemned person by the Sheriff will be
arranged and coordinated by the Commissioner between the Sheriff of the
County concerned and the Warden of the prison.

24  Persons under death sentence incarcerated at institutions other than the
institution designated by the Commissioner as the execution site will be
transferred to the execution site approximately two (2) days prior to the
scheduled execution date. Details of such transfer will be coordinated by
the Commissioner.

3.0 ADMISSION PROCESSING

Upon arrival of the condemned person at the Georgia Diagnostic and Classification
Prison or Metro State Prison, he/she will be processed through regular inmate
admission procedures, to include security search, medical examination, fingerprint,
photograph, personal history information, etc., to include a complete diagnostic
evaluation, a copy of which will be provided to the Commissioner of the
Department of Corrections, and the State Board of Pardons and Paroles.

40 CONFINEMENT

The condemned person will be confined in a cell designated by the Warden. Appropriate
safeguards and security measures will be maintained as directed by the Warden. Pending
the invoking of the Death Watch, the condemned person will be maintained in accordance
with Departmental Rules and Regulations, special regulations for persons under death
sentence, and specific court order. Persons delivered to the execution site less than thirty-
six (36) hours prior to the time of execution, (refer to Paragraph 2.2), will be processed
immediately and assigned to the Death Watch Cell.

IL HOLDING AND PREPARATION FOR EXECUTION
50 PREPARATION FOR EXECUTION AND TIME OF EXECUTION

The order of the court will specify a time span for the execution. A specific date and time
within the designated time span will be established and announced by the Commissioner to
the appropriate personnel on a need to know basis. The date and time for execution
should be finalized seven (7) days in advance.

2
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6.0

7.0

NOTIFICATION

Upon receipt, the Warden or his designee shall read to the condemned inmate the Order of
Execution issued by the court of conviction. The condemned will sign the Order
acknowledging notification of the Order and the signature of the condemned will be
witnessed by the staff member and same will provide the condemned with a copy of the
Order. If the condemned refuses to acknowledge receipt of the Order of Execution, the
Warden or designee shall read the Order of the Court and acknowledge receipt for the
condemned, in writing, which shall be witnessed by a staff member other than the Warden
and attached to the Order.

DEATH WATCH

The condemned shall be moved to a designated cell, and observatiox; shall begin thirty-six

(36) to twelve (12) hours but an optimal eighteen (18) hours prior to the scheduled

execution. A minimum of two (2) officers shall be assigned to observe the condemned at
all times during Death Watch. If the condemned is a female, security will be maintained by
female security personnel. Duties shall be established by the Deputy Warden of Security
and the Warden. No other correctional staff, or civilian personnel, except medical
personnel, shall be allowed in the Death Watch area without approval of the Warden or
designee. No inmates are allowed in the Death Watch area.

7.1 Observation

7.1.1 Security of the Execution Chamber and the Execution Witness

Room is the responsibility of the Warden. Secunty bneﬁngs shall
be held as appropnate
7.12 The officer in charge on each shift shall supervise the use of all

items retained by the condemned and shall maintain a log of
all activities of the condemned to include, but not limited to,
the times of feeding, showering and all other occurrences.

7.1.3 All meals for the condemned during the Death Watch shall be
prepared/procured and delivered by the Food Service Director,
or designee. The activity log sheet shall reflect all names of
persons delivering meals, menu items served the condemned
and whether they were consumed or returned, to include date
and time.-
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7.14 A communication check, by telephone/radio, shall be made
every thirty (30) minutes, on a continuous basis, during this
period by the Death Watch Officer to the institution’s control
center. This communication check shall be logged.

7.1.5 Medical
7.1.5.1 Sick call will be in accordance with institution
Rules and Regulations prior to the Death Watch
period. During the Death Watch, sick call will
be in the Death Watch area.
7.1.5.2 Request for medical attention by.the

condemned, in addition to sick call, will be

provided in the Death Watch area unless

determined inappropriate by the Medical

Authority. A medical determination to examine

or treat the condemned in other than the Death '
Watch area should be coordinated with the ‘ i
Warden as soon as possible.

PERSONAL PROPERTY OF THE CONDEMNED

8.1  The condemned shall personally take inventory, pack and seal his personal
property at the beginning of the Death Watch.

8.2  The inventory process and sealing of personal property shall be performed
under the supervision of an institutional officer and another staff person
designated by the Warden. '

8.3  The condemned shall sign a completed inventory sheet which shall be
witnessed by the officer and the other staff member.

84  The condemned shall indicate, in writing, on the completed inventory sheet
the recipient of all personal property.
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9.0 STATE ISSUED ITEMS

9.1  The condemned shall be furnished with the followmg state-issued items
while under Death Watch:

- 1 Mattress
- 1 Pillow
- 1 Pillowcase
- 2 Blankets (as necessary)
- 2 Sheets
-2 Towels
-1 Comb (provided as needed)
- 1 Bar of Soap
- 1 Shirt
- 1 Jacket (provided as needed)
- 1 Pair of Pants
- 1 Pair of Boxer Shorts
- 1 Pair of Socks
- 1 Pair of Shower Shoes
- 1 Religious Material
- 1 Toothbrush and Tube of Toothpaste (prov1ded as needed)
- 1 Use of Electric Razor (Cordless)

9.2  The condemned may be provided thé following upon request:

- 1 Television Set to be Located Outside the Cell

- 1 Radio to be Located Outsldethe Cell

- Playing Cards

- Stationery

- Newspapers and Magazines (as approved by the Warden)

- Items available in the Inmate Store at condemned’s expense, excluding those
items in metal, glass containers, or hard plastic.

- Personal Items Approved by the Warden or Designee (limited to
essential needs)

9.3  Any variation from the above list shall be approved by the Warden or
designee, in writing, and attached to the activity log.

9.4  The condemned will not be provided with the following: -
- Razors or Blades (other than cordless electric)

- Belts
- T-Shirts
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10.0 FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS

11.0

At the beginning of the Death Watch, if not previously done, the condemned may specify,
in writing, his or her request for funeral arrangements. This information shall be conveyed

if necessary to the inmate’s family, or others as appropriate, by the Warden or his designee

at least twelve (12) hours prior to the scheduled execution.

DESIGNATION OF STAFF

11.1 The following shall be present at each execution and shall be notified by the
Warden and acknowledged a minimum of twelve (12) hours in advance of the time
and date of the execution. Notification shall include date and time of execution,
and place to report for assignment. The Warden has the authority to waive the
twelve (12) hour requirement on an emergency basis.

11.1.1

11.1.2
11.1.3

11.1.4

11.1.5
11.1.6
11.1.7
‘11.1.‘8

1119

Warden or Deputy Warden who shall ensure that the court ordered
execution is carried out.

Two (2) assistants or more as directed by the Warden.
Two (2) physicians — to determine when death supervenes.

One (1) physician - to provide medical assistance dun'ng'the
execution process (may be one of the physicians in 11.1.3).

Intravenous (IV) Team, to consist of two (2) or more trained
personnel, including at least one nurse, to provide intravenous
access. :

Six (6) Correctional Officers to serve as a special escort team
who will apply restraints to the condemned during the
execution process.

Injection Team to consist of three (3) trained staff members to
inject solutions into the intravenous port(s) during the execution
process.

One (1) Chaplain to administer to the spiritual needs of the
condemned and to provide a prayer on the condemned’s
behalf upon request.

Security personnel as appropriate.




Case 1:07-cv-00896-BBM  Document 22-2  Filed 06/15/2007 Page 13 of 31

11.2 Restrictions:

No photographic, audio, recording, or computerized equipment will be permitted
in the execution chamber or witness room except as specifically authorized by
the Warden. All pencils, note pads, etc. will be issued and controlled by
designated GDC staff.

12,0 WITNESSES WHO MAY BE PRESENT

. Witnesses to the execution beyond those specifically prescribed by law or elsewhere in this
procedure must be approved by the Commissioner prior to the day of the scheduled
execution.

12.1  Space limitations may limit the number of witnesses to be present in
the execution witness room. Witnesses will be selected as outlined
below:

12.1.1 Five (5) witnesses selected by the condemned. These
witnesses may not consist of inmate or victim family
members unless approved by the Commissioner of the
Georgia Department of Corrections.

12.12 Five (5) witnesses representing the news media
organizations. Media representatives shall be determined
follows: '

12.1.2.1 The Georgia Bureau Chief of the Associated
. Press Wire Services may designate one news
reporter to be its media representative.

12.1.2.2 The Georgia Press Association, through its
Executive Director, may designate two pool
newspaper reporters to be its media i
representatives, including one pool reporter from |
a newspaper published within the county in |
which the condemned was convicted.

12.1.23 The Georgia Association of Broadcasters,
through its President, may designate two pool
news reporters to be its representatives for the
electronic media, including one television
or radio reporter from the county in which the
condemned was convicted.
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12.1.2.4 The names of the news reporters representing
the above mentioned classes or news media and
designated alternates, shall be communicated
- telephonically to the Commissioner of the
Department of Corrections at least twenty-four
(24) hours prior to an execution.

12.1.2.5 All approved media witnesses will be certified in
writing by the Commissioner to the Warden of
the Georgia Diagnostic and Classification Prison.

12.1.2.6 In the event that more than one execution is
carried out in a single day, the same media
representatives shall be the witnesses for those
executions. The newspaper and broadcast
representatives from the county of conviction will
change if the offenders to be executed are from
different counties. ‘

12.1.2.7 Upon entering the Georgia Diagnostic and
Classification Prison, each media representative
must present sufficient evidence to establish
his/her identity to the Warden or designee that
he/she is entitled access to the press conference
interview. This shall include a current photo
ID. Pencils, pens, notebooks, etc., will not be
allowed; these items will be provided by
Department of Corrections staff. Facility policy
prohibits witnesses wearing or bringing jewelry or
other personal items into the facility.

12.13 Not less than five (5) witnesses approved in writing by the
Commissioner of the Department of Corrections.

12.1.3.1 The Commissioner of the Department of
Corrections may approve five (5) or more
witnesses to be present in the witness
room. These witnesses may include officials
with the Executive, Judicial or Legislative Branch
of Government, or private citizens. The _
Commissioner’s Office shall maintain a tentative
list of witnesses and keep the list updated.
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12.3

12.1.32 The Commissioner may approve one or more
witnesses representing the victim(s).
Requests of this nature will be received by the
Commissioner no later than twelve (12) business
hours prior to the day of the scheduled execution.

12.1.3.3 All approved witnesses will be certified in
writing by the Commissioner to the Warden of
the Georgia Diagnostic and Classification Prison
prior to the time of the scheduled execution, if
possible. Prior to the time of the execution, the
Warden shall confirm participation.

12.2 Witnesses: Request of the Condemned

If the condemned person so desires, the following may be present at such
execution: his/her counsel, relatives, clergymen and friends, (OCGA 17-10-41),
pursuant to approval as outlined in 12.1.1. The condemned may update the names
of those he/she desires to be present at the execution with the Commissioner’s
approval. These names shall be recorded in writing, witnessed and maintained by
the Warden or designee.

12.2.1 Not later than twelve (12) hours prior to time of execution
those witnesses requested by the condemned shall be
contacted by the Warden or designee in the most
expeditious and appropriate method of communication to
confirm the request and advise them of the time and date of
the execution, assembly, orientation and escort procedures to

the execution witness room.

~ Witnesses - Other

12.3.1 Those witnesses to the execution required by law shall be
under the supervision of the Warden of the institution or
designee and shall appear at the institution at a time and place
as directed by the Warden.

1232 Those witnesses requested by the condemned shall appear at
the institution no later than two (2) hours prior to the execution
for orientation and escort to the execution witness room
(refer to Paragraph 12.2).

1233 Those witnesses to the execution who are approved by the
Commissioner of the Georgia Department of Corrections shall
appear at the institution no later than two (2) hours prior to the
execution for orientation and escort to the execution witness
room. :

9




