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HOUSTON, Aprill 1§ = aAfter 1S
iyearg in Texas prisons, much of it on
[ death row, 8 BS-year-ald Mexican re-
| viared 10 1ds patlve country and [fee.
idom tday, the murder charpes
| apainst him dropped because af po-
lica and prosecutlon misconduct.

The man, Ricardo Aldape Guerra,
i was sentenced to death n 1931 lor
Ftha killimg of a Hoaston police officer
|aru:| onee came within three days of
rexecutban. His coawiction was st
jaside by a Federal judpe in 1384, but
i he remalned kn prison while the stae
ifirst appealed the decision, unswe-
|hmsslulh. and then sought to Tetry
thim,
.\ On Monday, a state judge maled
[that alithough Mro Aldape could be
|tried again, no mew jury oould hear
from the several witnesses whose
previous testimony the Federal
innurt had moled tainted by official
ymiscondwet. Given that hordle, the
lapate dropped the case on Teesday,
i Relessed from state custody here
||:n- Houston this morning, Mr. Akdaps
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Hicards Aldaps Gueres grested snlookers fraan a aecand-atory wrissdaw
'of the Harris County Jail in Hlouston yesterday just before being tormed
| EBREE b immnkpratian afficiala for hia retern hame o Misseo. Duteide, his
| parents, Aureliano and Francisca, amived to accompany him on the trig.

was voluntarily deported o Mexico,
accompanied on a car ride o the
border crossmg st Brownsville by
three Unlied States immigration offi-
ciaks, Hiz parents and the Mexican
copsiEl in Howston Followed in another
car. & Tight on a privaie plane was
arranged oo take him alght m ki
hametawn, Montesrrey,

Mr. Allape's case has been avidly
folbrwed In Mexico, and the dropplng
of the charges wes front-page neaws
today in seversd Newspapers thare.

|n arrivel lave Wednesday in
Matamaoras, the Mexican ety across
the Rio Grande from Broansville,
Mir. Aldape was greeted by A crowd
af 300 people who chanted his name
and corried placards saluting him,
The aAssociated Press reported
“They robbed me of 15 years of my
life.** the news agency quoted him as
saying. |

Mr. aAldape's troubles began in
Houstan on July 13, 1882,

That nighi., two months after he
had alipped inko the countey illegally,
he and a companion, Foberty Car-

riagen Flores, were stopped by OFfi-
cer James Harris om suspicion of
reckbess driving and were ordered
from thedr car, Officer Harrls was
shat to death, and o passing motorist,
Jose Armijo, was slain in front of his
childdren only moments afterward, 8
killing for which no one has ever
een charged.

The shootings occurred in a low-
income, predominantly  Hispanic
nedghborhood on the cliy's East Side,
imto which Mr, Aldape and Mr, Car-
rasco guickly 4 sappeared, flecing on
foot. In the ensuing manbunt thare, a
shootout badly wounded a second of-
ficer and left M. Carrasco dead, Mr,
Aldage, discowvered in hidimg, was
arrested. Convicted of capital mur-
der, he was sentenced o dis.

But in & 1883 appeal, defense law.
vers, contending rhat he had been
denied a fair erial, alleped precrial
intimidation of wilnesses, irmproper
identification procedures, the pros-
acuiors’ failore to disclose exculpa-
tnry evidence and their use of (Rlse
evidence, umong other Infractions,
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The follvaring year, Judgs Kenneth
i, Hoyl of the Federal District Coan
here apreed, and == askle the can-
wvicton, “The police offlcers” and
prosecutors” actions described In
these fimdings were intentional, were
done m bad fadth snd are oui-
rageaiss," wrote Judge Hoyt, whise
ofder noted that the violatsans Rad
incheded the parnding of Mr, Aldape
in handcuffs before the witmesses
prior o an identificatbon limeug.

Judge Hoyt sakl that thers had
betn ample evidence that the killer
was nat Mr. Aldape but natead Mr,
Carreseo, and that the mativation for
the miscondacl was o convict Mr.
Aldape " for the death of Officer Har-
ris even I the facts did not warrent
that resul.""

The judge poted that when Mr.
Carrasoo was killed, the palice found
in his possestion the S-miilimeter
mandgun that had been used (o ghoot
Offtcer Harris and Mr. Armbjo A
trial, prosecutors argued that Mr.
Aldape and Mr. Carrasen bad mis-
takenly picked up cach other's woap-
ans before the shootings — Mr. Al-

dape was carrying a A45callber — |

and, realizing the mistake, traded
pans once again during their fHght
fram the police. But Judge Hoyt
called this “shecr speculation’™ with
ne evidenca o support i, and nsted
ag well thal Oifbcer Harris's own
weapnn had been found beside hr.
Carrasoo's body,



